
The dilemma of Virus being living or non living is yet to be resolved. However, viruses like other 
life forms Evolved by the process of Random Variations followed by Natural Selection
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Virus First Viruses were once free 
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Quasispecies 

Ancestral Viral Clade 

Ancestral Viral 
Clade 

Quasispecies 
Viral Clades 

Gly-Ala Repeats  a Re

Certain characteristics of viruses evolved in response and parallel 
to their hosts. For example EBNA1, gene of Epstein-Barr Virus, 

evolved to increase the length of glycine and alanine repeat region 
(Gly-Ala Repeat) to evade rapidly evolving immune system of 

primates
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