EVOLUTIONARY MEDICINE: RESOLVING REASONS FOR SICKNESS

Modern medicine slowly but surely realizing that the basis of both healthy and diseased states are mostly hardwired in the genetic

and evolutionary makeup of the organism. Evolutionary Medicine furnishes an approach to study such inbuilt characteristics
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Evolution does provide explanation for the origin of parasites such as lice.
Interestingly, as primates undergoes speciation, lice infecting those

evolved parallel to their hosts (co-evolution) which infect the newly
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It is clear that emergence of antibiotics among
microbes could very well explained by evolution by

Somatic Evo
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Human cranial cavity is nearly # ¢ o, mammals have parental care, It is

3.5 times larger than its closest
cousin, chimpanzee. This allows
the space to accommodate the

larger brain .

Tomparal
Il

The larger brain size allows humans to supersede other primates at least intellectually and in terms of
cognition. On the downside it raises the complications during child birth where human females generally
require assistance during child birth. This combination of evolving advantage and disadvantage is
referred to as Trade-Off. Evolutionary history of animals is laced with such compromises
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proposed that this phenomenon
provide Evolutionary Advantage to
human females to bear the
offspring of faithful partner
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