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News

Letter from the Executive Committee

Dear ESEB members,
Welcome to the Dec 2024 ESEB newsletter!

Since the last Newsletter in June 2024, we have held very productive Steering,
Council and members meetings - thank you for all your input and excellent
suggestions (Minutes of the membership meeting).

We also have some changes in personnel. We welcome Trine Bilde as chair of the
election committee. Together with Hannah Dugdale and Inon Scharf she will
organise the ESEB elections in 2025. Josefa Gonzdlez, long-standing chair of the
ESEB Outreach Initiative, stepped down in autumn. We thank Josefa for her great
commitment and welcome Florence Débarre as new chair of this initiative.


https://378197.seu2.cleverreach.com/m/[MAILING_ID]/[HASH]
http://378197.eu2.cleverreach.com/show_mailing.php?vars=1&id=15738531&type=html&vars=1
http://378197.eu2.cleverreach.com/show_mailing.php?vars=1&id=15738531&type=html&vars=1

Preparations for upcoming congresses are continuing at pace: 2025 (Barcelona,
now fast approaching!), the 2027 ESEB dispersed HUB meeting and the next joint
meeting, which we anticipate will be held in Ghent in 2029.

We were fortunate enough to meet many of you online or in person at the virtual
(27-28th June) or in person (26-30th July) meetings of Evolution 2024, with the in-
person part being held in Montreal, Canada.

Evolution 2024 - Montreal: We had a strong presence at both the in-person and
virtual components of these meetings. It was wonderful to see so many of the
excellent ESEB initiatives being showcased. The virtual meeting featured three
ESEB-sponsored symposia: Evolutionary Applications organised by Hildegard
Uecker, and talks from two Special Topic Networks organised by Franjo Weissing
and Ellen Decaestecker, respectively. In addition, the virtual meeting featured a
fantastic keynote talk from 2023 ESEB Distinguished Fellow Ophelie Ronce.

At the in person meeting in Montreal, ESEB was represented at the Early Career
Researcher symposium, by presentations by the JMS Prize winners and awardees,
as well as the under-represented ECR Achievement awardees. The symposia in
which these talks were given were stand-out highlights of the meeting. Tracey
Chapman delivered the ESEB Presidential address, with a core message being that
continuing support for professional societies such as ESEB is essential, and up to all
of us.

ESEB executive members attending the in-person meeting met with our tri-society
counterparts from SSE, SSB and ASN, to discuss future meetings and synergies
between our societies. It is great to see so much positivity in that and we look
forward to working together in the future.

Our society- and joint-owned journals - Journal of Evolutionary Biology (JEB) and
Evolution Letters - both had a major presence at the meeting - including at a
journal booth run by Nicki Cook (JEB Managing Editor) and via participation in a
publishing workshop (where JEB and ESEB were represented by Nicki Cook) and a
talk on the society perspective by JEB EiC Max Reuter in the symposium Evolving
the publishing ecosystem. Fantastic to see so much enthusiasm for these
endeavours and also the professional respect for our journals. Thanks to everyone
involved.

Barcelona 2025: is being organised by Toni Gabaldon and pre-registration
remains open, so please sign up today! Schedules, symposia and outreach events
are all timetabled and it looks like it will be a fantastic conference. Many thanks to
Toni and the entire team for the huge amount of work already completed.

ESEB congress 2027: as you may remember, 2027 will be a dispersed hub
congress. We remain extremely proud to be holding our 2027 congress in this
format as part of our commitment to reduce the carbon footprint of our
conferences. The hubs will be located in Munich (lead, Aurelien Tellier), London
(Max Reuter), Gothenburg (Kerstin Johannesson) and Istanbul (Mehmet Somel). We
are learning a huge amount about conference organisation across time zones and
mostly, it seems, about VAT and other tax arrangements! This information and
knowledge should prove invaluable for any future hub congresses we undertake.
Meanwhile, we have an excellent programme format for 2027 that aims to provide
equivalent value for participants across the different hubs. Thanks to Aurelien
Tellier, Kees van Oers (ESEB Exec VP) and all the leads involved for resolving many
complicated issues.

ESEB 2029: ESEB received a proposal from Ellen Decaestecker and colleagues at
the KU Leuven and Ghent University to organise a joint congress in Ghent in 2029.
The final proposal will be forwarded to the membership in summer 2025.

All participants at these upcoming congresses will abide by ESEB Code of Conduct
and ESEB Code of Ethics, to ensure safety and inclusion for our members in ESEB-
facing activities.

It has been great to see sustained excellence in the outputs published in our
journals: the Journal of Evolutionary Biology and Evolution Letters (the latter has
shared ownership with the Society for the Study of Evolution). We have been
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working with our publisher OUP to maximise the value and sustainability of our
journals. However, an important message, also highlighted in the 2024 ESEB
Presidential address in Montreal, is that we need to support our journals by sending
our best research to them for publication and support them as editors! In relation
to the latter point, JEB is inviting applications for a number of editorial positions,
see the advert here.

As reported previously, our journal and other incomes are likely to decrease over
the next few years. We continue to work to maintain ESEB on a sound financial
footing and thank Exec VP Kees van Oers for guiding our efforts to maintain
sustainability.

Very best wishes for a peaceful break for you all, and all the best as we move into
2025!

Tracey Chapman (President), Kees van Oers (Executive Vice-President), Ellen
Decaestecker (Secretary), Max Reuter (JEB Editor-in-Chief), Rhonda Snook (EL
Officer).

Council elections 2025 - apply now!

We are welcoming volunteers to join the ESEB council in August 2025.

The ESEB council consists of the ESEB steering committee and around 20 council
members. Every two years, half of the council members rotate off and new council
members are appointed. Council members should represent the geographic
diversity of the society and thus, a maximum of two persons for each country
represented can be present in the ESEB Council at any one time.

Council members are appointed on a four-year term and the next cohort will start
office at the ESEB Council meeting in August 2025. Further details about the duties
and tasks of the ESEB council are available in the Constitution of the Society.

Applications can be submitted by scientists from postdoc level onwards.
Applications should include the full name and affiliation of the candidate as well as
an 1-page motivation letter. Candidates must be members of ESEB at the date of
this call's deadline.

Please send the application as a single pdf file to Ute Friedrich, office@eseb.org.
Applications should arrive no later than Monday, 6th January 2025.

The ESEB Council will appoint around ten new council members and inform all
candidates regarding the outcome of their application in March 2025. ESEB strongly
commits to diversity and equality principles, which will be taken into account in the
final selection.

Stearns Graduate Student Prize 2023

ESEB and the Journal of Evolutionary Biology (JEB) award an annual prize for the
best graduate papers published in the journal in that calendar year. We are excited
to announce the three winners in 2023:
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Matthew C. Farnitano

Publication:
Strong_postmating_reproductive isolation in Mimulus section Eunanus

&2

Jason R. Laurich

Publication:
Genetic architecture of multiple mutualisms and mating_system in Turnera ulmifolia

[

Tian Xia

Publication:
Reproductive isolation via divergent genital morphology due to cascade
reinforcement in Ohomopterus ground beetles

More about the Stearns Prize

&2

ESEB Student Representative 2024-2026

Florian Strahodinsky

Florian is a PhD student in his final year at Institute of Science and Technology
Austria (ISTA), Klosterneuburg. He has been passionate about ants since his
childhood and studied medical biotechnology. Switching field to evolutionary
biology allowed him to combine his backgrounds and he now studies the host-
pathogen interaction of ants and nematodes. Beyond, he is a successful martial
artist teaching Karate and an avid science communicator.

More about student representatives
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Congresses

EMPSEB 2025

The 30t European Meeting for PhD Students in Evolutionary Biology (EMPSEB) will
take place from will take place from 2-6 June 2025 in Milovy, Czechia.

More information is available at the EMPSEB 30 website.
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BARCELONA~ 18-22 August 2025

CONGRESS OF THE EUROPEAN SOCIETY FOR

ESEB2025 congress

The next ESEB congress will take place from 18-22 August 2024, in Barcelona,
Spain, organized by Toni Gabaldén and hosted by the the Spanish Society for
Evolutionanary Biology.

Early Bird Registration will open on 3rd February, 2025!

For further details please visit the ESEB 2025 congress website.

Journals

Journal of Evolutionary Biology

Call for new editorial board members
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We are looking for new editors to join the board of the Journal of Evolutionary
Biology (JEB) for the beginning of 2025.

In this call we are seeking several new Associate Editors, a Handling Editor and a
Commissioning Editor. Applications are welcome from across the field of
evolutionary biology. For Associate Editor positions we would encourage individuals
with expertise in evolutionary theory, life histories, host-symbiont interactions and
viral evolution to apply. We are also especially interested in applications from those
working on plants.

More information and details of the application process can be found here.
Preliminary enquiries can be directed to the editorial office.

Deadline for applications: Monday 20th January

New Special Issue for December

Inferring macroevolutionary patterns and processes from
microevolutionary mechanisms

Guest Edited by Masahito Tsuboi, Thibault Latrille and Théo Gaboriau

One of the major remaining challenges in evolutionary biology is to explain how
evolution within and among populations (i.e., microevolution) gives rise to the
patterns and processes of evolution across species and higher taxa (i.e.,
macroevolution). This special issue in JEB entitled “Inferring macroevolutionary
patterns and processes from microevolutionary mechanisms” brings together a
collection of contributions from diverse disciplines of biology to advance our
understanding of the link between micro- and macroevolution.

Evolutionary Biology
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Evolution Letters

There have been many positive things happening
at Evolution Letters.

New Associate Editors

First, 3 new Associate Editors have been appointed and have already started or will
soon start at the journal. New AEs are Jon Slate (Sheffield, UK), Daniel Ortiz-
Barrientos (Queensland, Australia), and Kathryn Wagner (Wyoming, US).

Changes to EL's publishing policy

The oversight committee for Evolution Letters has agreed to the following
publishing policy changes.

1) The lay summaries are removed from publishing requirements.
2) The article type is expanded to include reviews, with a few potentially published

per year. Guidelines for review submission will shortly be added to the Evolution
Letters webpage.

L.

Don't forget! Publishing in society journals directly feeds back to the
ESEB community.

Membership

Join ESEB

ESEB offers 2-year subscriptions, currently valid from 1 January 2025 - 31
December 2026.

Regular membership 80 €
Student membership 40 €
Life-time membership 800 €

Memberships are personal subscriptions and include 21% VAT.

Discounts are available for researchers professionally based in countries with low,
lower-middle and upper-middle incomes.

Renew your membership for 2025
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How to renew your ESEB membership for the term 2025-2026:

Go to the MyESEB membership portal.

Use your membership number as login code. If necessary, reset your
password via the 'password forgotten' link.

Check your personal data in the menu button 'my details' and update as
needed.

Open the menu button “My subscription”.

In the first line 'Year 2025' click on the icon ‘“Terms’, and follow the payment
icon on the next page.

You can settle your dues by credit card or bank transfer.

For any questions concerning memberships please contact membership@eseb.org.

Renew now

ESEB membership and tax relief in the UK

ESEB has been included on the list of professional bodies and learned societies
approved for tax relief (List 3) by the HM Revenue and Customs in the UK.

Individual members employed within the profession of evolutionary biology in the
UK will be entitled to claim tax relief under section 344 ITEPA 2003 on the annual
subscription they pay to ESEB. The process for making a personal claim for tax
relief on annual subscriptions paid to an approved professional body can be
followed here.

Calls

January 2025

March 2025
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April 2025

oW

If you don't want to receive any more messages (to: {EMAIL}), you can unsubscribe here at any time.

European Society for Evolutionary Biology
office@eseb.org
https://eseb.org
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